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blished, that might afterwards be cited for the
defence of customs injurious to the interests of the
settlers. One of the first principles adopted, even
before the regulations by which the colonists were
governed assumed the tangible shape of law, was
that all persons born in the colony, or residing in
it, should be free, and enjoy all the rights and
privileges of citizenship known to the United
States of America, which was taken as the model
of the Liberian Constitution in all respects, except
that anomaly, the institution of slavery. It must
always continue to be a matter of surprise and
regret, that a country which expended so much
blood on the purchase of its independence, should
sanction within its boundary the existence of
slavery as a legal right. The ermine is said to die
if a single stain fall on its spotless skin, and one
would suppose that the giant republic of the new
world would be equally susceptible throughout her
mighty frame of the taint of slavery; but, perhaps,
there is a fine moral in the fact, to shew us that
the works of man, even in his most elevated in-
spirations, must of necessity be imperfect. The
wisdom and power of the Godhead alone can pro-
duce perfection.

The colonists of Liberia resolved to avoid the
error of the parent country. They began by
banishing the very name of slave, and they have
persisted in their resolution to keep themselves free.
Under the provisions of their constitution, .the